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Information guide
 

We are thrilled to announce the
implementation of Walker learning
in Kindergarten and Pre-Primary at
St. Joseph's School Boulder. Extensive
research highlights the benefits of
play-based learning and its positive
impact on children's academic and
developmental outcomes.

The Walker Learning Approach
fosters problem-solving skills, deep
thinking, and creative learning in
children. It also promotes the growth
of a robust vocabulary as students
engage in discussions, ask questions,
hypothesise, and negotiate their
learning experiences. The opportunities
presented during Investigations time
equip students with essential skills
that will benefit them in their future
education and adult life.
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Dear Kindy and Pre-Primary parents,
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The Walker Learning Approach
The Walker learning environment at St. Joseph's, Boulder is crafted to
tap into children's curiosity, enhancing their knowledge and
understanding of not just the curriculum, but much more. In our
classrooms, learning emerges naturally from the various activities and
experiences children participate in. They will acquire academic skills and
concepts while also nurturing their social and emotional growth.

St. Joseph's Boulder is dedicated to achieving an ideal balance between
play-based learning and explicit instruction. While meeting curriculum
benchmarks is essential, it’s important to understand that play-based
learning at St. Joseph's is not merely free play; instead, it is thoughtfully
designed to connect with curriculum learning objectives. Each day,
teachers allocate a minimum of 40 minutes for play-based learning,
during which multiple curriculum standards are addressed.

“Holistic education is about
creating a balance between

academic learning and the growth
of the child as a whole person.”

Ron Miller



Morning Session

4

 

Each day, we gather on the mat for our morning session or meeting.
During this time, we take attendance, review the calendar, and outline
the day's schedule. Teachers might also seize this opportunity to
introduce a concept from one of the core learning areas. Following
that, we discuss the curriculum learning intentions for the day. These
intentions will guide our play-based learning activities, known as
investigations, and inform our explicit teaching lessons later on.

21st-century learners need more than answers; they need the courage to ask
the right questions.



Tuning In & Investigations
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1. Construction area 
2. Reading corner 
3. Tinkering area 
4. Creative area 
5. Dramatic play area 
6. Mark-making area 
7. Science and Nature area 
8. Sensory area 
9. Numeracy area
10. Outdoor area

 

After we outline our learning intentions, we engage with our focus
children and conclude our tuning-in session with a brief discussion about
our daily tasks for the photographer and reporter roles.
Investigation time lasts a minimum of 40 minutes, serving as our play-
based learning period. We have an array of play-based activities organised
across ten distinct learning spaces. These learning spaces are crafted in
accordance with children's brain development as well as the Kindergarten
curriculum guidelines and the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF)
mandated by the Australian Government.

“In play, a child always behaves beyond their average age, above their daily
behaviour; in play it is as though they were a head taller than themselves.”

Lev Vygotsky



 

Reflection & Reset
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At the conclusion of the investigation
period, students are invited back to the
mat. The class comes together to
reflect on the learning that has taken
place. Children are encouraged to think
critically, forge connections, enhance
their strengths and skills, and clearly
express their understanding. This
reflection session will then be followed
up by a reset of the areas. 

Each of the areas mentioned above has been
meticulously crafted to encourage children to learn
through various provocations placed throughout the
classroom. These provocations are regularly updated
to align with the children's current interests and
learning needs, ensuring that the learning experience
remains authentic and engaging. Children are
dismissed from the mat with clear purpose and
intention. Typically, the focus children, along with the
reporter and photographer, will be the first to leave
the mat.

Tuning In & Investigations



Role of Teachers During Investigations
 

 

The Walker Learning Approach offers teachers a valuable chance to deeply
understand each child’s unique interests and developmental requirements.
Educators will closely observe several factors:

Which students collaborate with  
What activities they engage in  
Where they prefer to work  
How long they dedicate to these tasks  

Teachers will leverage this gathered information to strategise future
resources and learning opportunities tailored to meet the diverse needs of
each student in the classroom.
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Like young trees exposed to wind, children who are routinely exposed to small risks grow up
to become adults who can handle much larger risks without panicking. - Jonathan Haidt



Similar to the focus children, students take
turns in the roles of reporter and
photographer. Each role comes with a
personalised task to complete during
investigation time. The reporter typically
holds a clipboard and captures images using
our class iPad. The tasks assigned to both
the reporter and photographer are tailored to
align with our learning objectives and cater
to each student's unique strengths and
needs. During reflection time, the reporter
and photographer share their findings with
the class, offering students a chance to
further develop their public speaking skills.

Reporter & Photographer
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Focus Children
Our students enjoy being the focus child, as it makes them feel unique and
contributes to fostering a sense of community within the classroom. Each child
will have an opportunity to be the focus child, with one to two focus children
selected daily. During their special time, the focus child typically sits at the front of
the classroom alongside the teacher. Together, they engage in a conversation that
centres around the focus child, emphasising their learning goals, interests, and
personal experiences. This exchange of information not only makes each child feel
valued but also aids the teacher in planning future assessments and lessons.

In Kindergarten, these roles are introduced gradually throughout the year to
prepare for Pre-Primary and beyond. 



Example of a Statement of Intent (SOI) 
Source: Early Life Foundations

A Statement of Intent serves as a planning document that details what
teachers aim to cover over a three-week period. It is crafted in alignment with
the curriculum and takes into account a teacher’s understanding of students'
developmental needs and interests. Each teacher will display their Statement
of Intent on the classroom noticeboard outside their classroom. Additionally, it
will be uploaded onto Seesaw for your convenience. Please take a moment to
review the Statement of Intent to stay informed about what the students
are learning and the associated learning goals.
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Statement of Intent (SOI)



Assessment
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Example of a Weekly Observation Chart 
Source: Early Life Foundations

Each day, as part of investigations, teachers observe the designated focus
children, reporters, and photographers, jotting down their comments and/
or photographs on an observation sheet. This information is essential for
planning new provocations and resources to introduce into various
learning environments, as well as for setting future learning goals for
each child.
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Each student has a personal observation sheet
that tracks their progress across the following
developmental domains throughout the year:

Social  
Emotional  
Cognitive  
Language
Physical

Example of an Individual Observation Sheet (IOS). Source: Early Life Foundations

Observations and personalised
learning objectives are
recorded for both Literacy and
Numeracy, along with any
specific interests or topics
that a student may express
curiosity about.

Assessment Continued



Source: My Teaching Cupboard
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The Hundred Languages of Children



Notes



Notes
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